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Reflective Letter to Parents of Gabrielle Schweitzer
Name
Institutional Affiliation
Date



Insert address of your choice
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Sir/Madam,
I write this letter to first express my sincere and heartfelt condolences for the loss of your son Gabrille Shweitzier. While I may not comprehend what you and your family have been through following the loss of Gabrielle, allow me to express my sympathy. Addtionaly, I wish to let you know that this incident has served as a lesson to me and to other nurses in the professional. I have consequently made a deliberate effort to learn more about the patient care equipment at my disposal and aslo also encourage other patient care professionals to do the same. I hope the lessons learnt will help reduce the ocurrence of medical errors. 
Originally from Chile, moved to the US in 2000 with my husband and three children, learned English and started from the very bottom, cleaning houses, went back to school in 2010, until finally, in 2016, my dream of becoming a nurse became a reality. I love being a nurse and even though it might sound cliché, I love helping people. I enjoy establishing a good rapport with my patients and my biggest satisfaction is to provide them with the best care I can, the nursing care that I would wish for any of my loved ones. As such, it greatly saddens me that my actions led to the unfortunate death of Gabrielle. 
As I write this letter, I want you to know that I have learned with your testimony, and I thank you for making a difference and taking the initiative to create a movement that fights every day to make sure that what happened to you and your son Gabrielle does not happen to anybody else. I want to assure you that I will always advocate for my patients and not only my own but I will speak up if I ever see a healthcare professional being untrue or acting wrongly towards any patient. Rightfulness is intrinsic to me, and nursing is not just a career, but also my way to “pay it forward” and that will be always my passion. 
My biggest fear since I was in nursing school has been to make an error that can ultimately cause harm to my patient or even worst, take the life of one of them. That is the reason why I am so careful when making clinical decisions. I fully understand the great responsibility I have when I care for any patient and I could not live with the idea that I have caused injury to any human being due to my negligence. I make sure I ask if I am not sure, I take the time to study and educate myself about certain conditions in which I am not an expert. Nursing is a lifelong learning a profession and is our responsibility to stay abreast in the latest regarding nursing care and healthcare policy. Sometimes mistakes do happen, and when they do, they should serve as a lesson to us. By being open and honest when the unexpected happens, we can learn from our mistakes and prevent such mistakes form happening again in future. fAs such, the unfortunate incident involved Gabrielle has taught me to be extra careful in the discharge of my duties and to always pay attention to the smallest details. 
I will always be true to my profession by assuming my responsibilities as a nurse; the primary commitment is to the patient. The unfortunate incident that led to the death of Gabrielle resulted from my lack of proper information on how the life support machine works. Had I know that turning off the alarms in the ward translated to an entire shutdown of the warning system at both the nurse station and my pager, then, I would never have turned them off. Nurses need proper training on the patient care tools that they use, which was lacking in this case. In most cases, the care providers receive basic training on the machine operations. As such, there is need to ensure that all healthcare providers receive comprehensive training how the tools they work with operate. 
It is my sincere hope that you accept my regret on the incident and support my initiative to enlighten other patient care providers on the need to pay attention to detail when dealing with patients. Let us support each other to ensure that we reduce the case of medical errors in our medical facilities. 

Sincerely,
Name
















